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High-Order Thinking Questions
How to tackle challenging HOT questions
There are, in general, 3 major categories of comprehension questions: Paraphrasing, Inferential and
Language Features, in order of increasing difficulty. Naturally, most students lose marks at higherorder-thinking questions typically involving Language Features.
What exactly are Language Features type of questions? These questions test students on their ability
to understand why the writer uses certain words, writing techniques or linguistic features to convey
his ideas. There are five common ways the GP Examiner can test students on Language Features

Language
Features

Punctuations

Vocabulary
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Tone / Attitude /
Purpose

Metaphor / Simile

Irony / Paradox

Punctuations
Punctuations are sometimes used to convey subtle meanings. In the A Level GP Examination, the
commonly-tested punctuations are
• Inverted commas “ ”
• Ellipsis …
• Parentheses ( )
Inverted Commas

There are five common uses of the inverted commas
The writer means the opposite
Eg. We can conclude that computers are indeed ‘intelligent’.
The writer disagrees with the use of the word / finds the use of the word invalid
Eg. Children go to school to get ‘educated’.
The writer is quoting someone else, typically to distant himself/herself from the view of the
person being quoted
Eg. There is a widespread belief that our everyday technology ‘is a force that can do no evil’.
The idea applies to some people but not others
The writer is using a pun or a wordplay
Eg. ‘Brexit’ (a portmanteau)
Instead of focusing what is the right move, we need to examine what is ‘left’.
The heroic are exceptional because they inspire others to see possibilities beyond the usual,
refusing to bow to the ‘inevitable’. Like ice-breaking ships in the polar cap regions, they destroy
seemingly impenetrable barriers and open up a new course. Of course, moving in a different
direction has always been possible, but it takes a certain type of person to convince us that it is
feasible and to inspire us to follow in his wake
Why does the writer place the word ‘inevitable’ in inverted commas? [1] HCI2011
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The argument in Alone Together unfolds in two halves. The first section deals with objects that
imitate living things. Turkle's subjects, mostly children and the elderly, are given robot companions
for varying lengths of time. Universally, a bond is formed. The Furby exerts a hold over anyone who
nurtures it for a few weeks. More sophisticated models provoke deep emotional connections.
Scientists developing the latest robots report feelings of pseudo-parental attachment. They hate
leaving the machines "alone" in empty laboratories at night. The machines are still primitive,
nowhere near the Hollywood version of sociable androids. But people have always had an
extraordinary capacity to project human traits on to inanimate objects. It only takes a bit of
interactivity before our minds go a step further and start projecting consciousness. In Turkle's
observations, the difference between playing with a doll and playing with a robot is the difference
between pretence and belief. Even when a replica behaves implausibly, we compensate, filling the
gaps in its repertoire with imagined feelings. Turkle calls this "the Eliza effect", after an early
experiment in intelligent software. Students were asked to converse with Eliza, probing its capacity
to imitate human chat. Instead of exposing the program's weaknesses, everyone pandered to its
strengths. They wanted the computer to be lifelike and manipulated the test to help it succeed.
Why is the word “alone” (line 39) in inverted commas? [1] NYJC2014

The Ellipsis

The ellipsis serves 3 main functions
To signal repetition
Eg. We work. We spend. We work. We spend…
To signal an endless list
Eg. It seems to be the parliament’s job to debate about everything. Ministers’ salary. Carbon
taxes. Animal rights. Bus fares. Water prices. Religious freedom… And yet, very little gets done.
To create a suspense, usually followed by an unexpected response.
Eg. Of course, an overwhelming number of people voted… for Donald Trump.
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Tip: what comes after the ellipsis is as important as the suspense / anticipation itself. Writers
can often create anticipation to disappoint (-ve) or surprise (+ve) readers.

A tragic phenomenon has swept the modern world. Every day, miserable souls feel themselves the
victims of great injustices. The world is simply not as it should be, and the only way to adequately
cope with that reality is…constant whining. “I’m so hungry. I’m so full. I overslept today. I never get
enough sleep. I’m bored. I have too much to do. I have no control at work. I have too much
responsibility at work.” Whatever the circumstance, there’s something wrong with it, and when
there is, you can be quite sure we will complain about it. Perhaps the most useless of all our
favourite complaints are those directed at the weather. How dare it rain? We feel ourselves the
gods of our own private universe, entitled to the exact conditions we desire – gods who happen to
spend the bulk of each day griping about things over which we have absolutely no control. There
is truly nothing sillier than complaining about what we can't change.
What is the purpose of the ellipsis (three dots) before ‘constant whining’? [1] ACJC2013

The Parentheses

The Parentheses are also known as brackets. Parentheses are usually used to de-emphasise
information that usually does not fit into the flow of the text but the writer wishes to include it
nonetheless.
1. To include an additional piece of information that is not relevant to the discussion
2. To add coherence to an idea that is out of place

Tip: the parentheses have the same functions as the Em Dash – –, and the semicolon ; .
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Children born blind are 4000 times more likely to possess perfect pitch – the key indicator of natural
innate musicality – explicable perhaps as the outcome of the greater aural perception they develop
to aid orientation. (Interestingly, perfect pitch is four times more common in Chinese than in
Americans, attributable perhaps to the Chinese being such as tone-rich language.)
Why has the writer placed the sentence about perfect pitch inside brackets? [1] GCE2012

Either way, the heroes who are personally admired extend people’s sense of what it is possible for
humans to achieve, as well as reflecting cherished values and accomplishments, be it physical and
moral courage, selflessness or dedication. Furthermore, the laudable achievements of a member
of a community or nation may increase the unity and self-esteem of that grouping as it takes pride
in the feats of one of its own. (However, the opposite is true: a well-publicised failure may impact
negatively on the same sense of self-worth.)
Why has the author placed brackets around the comment in the last line? GCE2013
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary questions need to necessarily test a reader on sophisticated words. Sometimes, a
frequently used word may have several other less-known alternative meanings. A reader must be
able to deduce what the word means in that particular context.
“Troops were sent in to exterminate the so-called terrorists.”
Why did the author use the ‘so-called’ in the line above? [1]
Tip: To answer vocabulary question, one can perform a simple exercise. Cover the word and see
if it makes a difference to the sentence or context. Compare
“Troops were sent in to exterminate the so-called terrorists.”
VS
“Troops were sent in to exterminate the terrorists.”
Can you see the difference?
Answer: The author used the word to suggest that the people have been inappropriately labelled as
terrorists.
In another example in GCE2014
The internet’s very speed and accessibility lead to over-hasty actions, without due reflection and
consideration of possible consequences.
Explain the author’s use of the word ‘very’. [1]GCE2014
The internet’s very speed and accessibility lead to over-hasty actions
Versus
The internet’s speed and accessibility lead to over-hasty actions
The word ‘very’ here makes no difference to how fast the internet is. In both cases, we know that
the internet is pretty fast. Rather,
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The fame of the heroes of the ancient world was created by their deeds which were beyond
anything an ordinary human being could achieve. Mostly they were remembered and worshipped
for their warlike qualities, battling valiantly against seemingly insurmountable obstacles, but in
addition to courage, such men demonstrated charisma and resilience. Indeed, this emphasis on
qualities traditionally associated with the masculine is what denied women such fame as that
bestowed n Achilles and other warrior heroes.
Explain the author’s use of the word ‘seemingly’ in line 3. [1] GCE2013
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Metaphor and Simile

To answer metaphor and simile questions, students must first see the relationship between two
unrelated concepts. To give you an example
It is argued that heroes encourage mankind’s development, serving as chinning bars on which
people can strengthen their spirit, raising themselves above their mundane lives to see farther and
endowing them with the mental muscle to break the fetters that hold them down. But while it is
understandable for people to be impressed by the extraordinary, conferring the accolade of heroes
on those who accomplish ostensibly great feats ultimately results in disenchantment and
discontentment. If I could offer one piece of advice, it would be for everyone not to have heroes.
How are heroes like chinning bars? Use your own words as far as possible. HCI2011
The word ‘like’ (just like the word ‘as’) signals that the question is a simile question.
The answering structure for metaphor and simile questions must follow such structures to convey
similarity.
…A... Similarly, ..B…
Both A and B ….
Just as A…, B….
On top of that, there must be a strong parallel between A and B, ie. A = B.
Marriage is the ideal culmination of a loving relationship and natural desire for a family. It is not
only a venerable and sacred institution but also one of the keystones of a stable and morally upright
society. As such, we all face a crucial challenge to preserve, as well as a compelling responsibility to
promote, such a tried and tested, time-honoured institution. That is exactly why the government
should encourage healthy traditional marriages, not open the floodgates to a welter of misguided
alternatives that would result in our society being inundated by moral chaos.
Explain the metaphor used in the last sentence of the passage and comment on its effectiveness.
Use your own words as far as possible. [2] HCI2013
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… Countries need to develop sufficiently strong cultural and environmental filters so that they can
interact with the globalised world without being so overwhelmed by it that it turns their culture
into a global mush and their environment into a global mash. If countries cannot do that,
particularly developing ones, we will all be poorer. Everywhere will start to look like everywhere
else, with the same Taco Bells, KFC’s, and Mariotts, with the same malls, MTV and Disney
characters, with the same movies, music and Muzak, with the same naked forests and concrete
valleys. Touring the world will become like going to the zoo and seeing the same animal in every
cage – a stuffed animal.
Explain the metaphor of “a stuffed animal” (line 20). [2] MJC08MYE

Metaphor questions need not contain the word ‘metaphor’. Sometimes, the GP Examiner would
refer to a word that is out of context and asks candidates what it means.
Nationalist struggles have a long history, but the quest for nationhood - often using the tools of
violence - is today at flood level. More and more new countries are being born. It would seem
that our world is becoming increasingly fragmented into smaller and smaller nation-states, built
around a common language, religion or creed. The nation-state has become the main form of
human political organization. Nationalism can and does succeed, though the price can be very
high.
What does the word ‘flood’ (line 2) tells you about nationalist struggle? [1]
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Tone

“Tone” is the way the author expresses his attitude through his writing. The tone can change very
quickly, or may remain the same throughout the story. Tone is generally conveyed through the
choice of words or the viewpoint of a writer on a particular subject.
There are many possibilities for tone. However, students are often limited to thinking about tone as
sarcastic, angry or happy. Here, you would find a comprehensive list of words to describe tone.
Tone
Absurd
Accusatory
Acerbic
Admiring
Aggressive
Aggrieved
Ambivalent
Amused
Angry
Animated
Apathetic
Apologetic
Appreciative
Ardent
Arrogant
Assertive
Awestruck
Belligerent
Benevolent
Bitter
Callous
Candid
Caustic
Cautionary
Celebratory
Chatty

Meaning
illogical; ridiculous; silly; implausible; foolish
suggesting someone has done something wrong, complaining
sharp; forthright; biting; hurtful; abrasive; severe
approving; think highly of; respectful; praising
hostile; determined; forceful; argumentative
indignant; annoyed; offended; disgruntled
having mixed feelings; uncertain; in a dilemma; undecided
entertained; diverted; pleased
incensed or enraged; threatening or menacing
full of life or excitement; lively; spirited; impassioned; vibrant
showing little interest; lacking concern; indifferent; unemotional
full of regret; repentant; remorseful; acknowledging failure
grateful; thankful; showing pleasure; enthusiastic
enthusiastic; passionate
pompous; disdainful; overbearing; condescending; vain; scoffing
self-confident; strong-willed; authoritative; insistent
amazed, filled with wonder/awe; reverential
hostile; aggressive; combatant
sympathetic; tolerant; generous; caring; well meaning
angry; acrimonious; antagonistic; spiteful; nasty
cruel disregard; unfeeling; uncaring; indifferent; ruthless
truthful, straightforward; honest; unreserved
making biting, corrosive comments; critical
gives warning; raises awareness; reminding
praising; pay tribute to; glorify; honour
informal; lively; conversational; familiar
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Colloquial
Comic
Compassionate
Complex
Compliant
Concerned
Conciliatory
Condescending
Confused
Contemptuous
Critical
Cruel
Curious
Cynical
Defensive
Defiant
Demeaning
Depressing
Derisive
Detached
Dignified
Diplomatic
Disapproving
Disheartening
Disparaging
Direct
Disappointed
Dispassionate
Distressing
Docile
Earnest
Egotistical
Empathetic
Encouraging
Enthusiastic
Evasive
Excited
Facetious
Farcical
Flippant
Forceful
Formal

familiar; everyday language; informal; colloquial; casual
humorous; witty; entertaining; diverting
sympathetic; empathetic; warm-hearted; tolerant; kind
having many varying characteristics; complicated
agree or obey rules; acquiescent; flexible; submissive
worried; anxious; apprehensive
intended to placate or pacify; appeasing
stooping to the level of one’s inferiors; patronising
unable to think clearly; bewildered; vague
showing contempt; scornful; insolent; mocking
finding fault; disapproving; scathing; criticizing
causing pain and suffering; unkind; spiteful; severe
wanting to find out more; inquisitive; questioning
scornful of motives/virtues of others; mocking; sneering
defending a position; shielding; guarding; watchful
obstinate; argumentative; defiant; contentious
disrespectful; undignified
sad, melancholic; discouraging; pessimistic
snide; sarcastic; mocking; dismissive; scornful
aloof; objective; unfeeling; distant
serious; respectful; formal; proper
tactful; subtle; sensitive; thoughtful
displeased; critical; condemnatory
discouraging; demoralising; undermining; depressing
dismissive; critical; scornful
straightforward; honest
discouraged; unhappy because something has gone wrong
impartial; indifferent; unsentimental; cold; unsympathetic
heart-breaking; sad; troubling
compliant; submissive; deferential; accommodating
showing deep sincerity or feeling; serious
self-absorbed; selfish; conceited; boastful
understanding; kind; sensitive
optimistic; supportive
excited; energetic
ambiguous; cryptic; unclear
emotionally aroused; stirred
inappropriate; flippant
ludicrous; absurd; mocking; humorous and highly improbable
superficial; glib; shallow; thoughtless; frivolous
powerful; energetic; confident; assertive
respectful; stilted; factual; following accepted styles/rules
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Frank
Frustrated
Gentle
Ghoulish
Grim
Gullible
Hard
Humble
Humorous
Hypercritical
Impartial
Impassioned
Imploring
Impressionable
Inane
Incensed
Incredulous
Indignant
Informative
Inspirational
Intense
Intimate
Ironic
Irreverent
Jaded
Joyful
Judgmental
Laudatory
Light-Hearted
Loving
Macabre
Malicious
Mean-Spirited
Mocking
Mourning
Naïve
Narcissistic
Nasty
Negative
Nostalgic
Objective
Obsequious

honest; direct; plain; matter-of-fact
annoyed; discouraged
kind; considerate; mild; soft
delighting in the revolting or the loathsome
serious; gloomy; depressing; lacking humour; macabre
naïve; innocent; ignorant
unfeeling; hard-hearted; unyielding
deferential; modest
amusing; entertaining; playful
unreasonably critical; hair splitting; nit-picking
unbiased; neutral; objective
filled with emotion; ardent
pleading; begging
trusting; child-like
silly; foolish; stupid; nonsensical
enraged
disbelieving; unconvinced; questioning; suspicious
annoyed; angry; dissatisfied
instructive; factual; educational
encouraging; reassuring
earnest; passionate; concentrated; deeply felt
familiar; informal; confidential; confessional
the opposite of what is meant
lacking respect for things that are generally taken seriously
bored; having had too much of the same thing; lack enthusiasm
positive; optimistic; cheerful; elated
critical; finding fault; disparaging
praising; recommending
carefree; relaxed; chatty; humorous
affectionate; showing intense, deep concern
gruesome; horrifying; frightening
desiring to harm others or to see others suffer; ill-willed; spiteful
inconsiderate; unsympathetic
scornful; ridiculing; making fun of someone
grieving; lamenting; woeful
innocent; unsophisticated; immature
self-admiring; selfish; boastful; self-pitying
unpleasant; unkind; disagreeable; abusive
unhappy, pessimistic
thinking about the past; wishing for something from the past
without prejudice; without discrimination; fair; based on fact
overly obedient and/or submissive; fawning; grovelling
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Optimistic
Outraged
Outspoken
Pathetic
Patronising
Pensive
Persuasive
Pessimistic
Philosophical
Playful
Pragmatic
Pretentious
Regretful
Resentful
Resigned
Restrained
Reverent
Righteous
Satirical
Sarcastic
Scathing
Scornful
Sensationalistic
Sentimental
Sincere
Sceptical
Solemn
Subjective
Submissive
Sulking
Sympathetic
Thoughtful
Tolerant
Tragic
Unassuming
Uneasy
Urgent
Vindictive
Virtuous
Whimsical
Witty
Wonder

hopeful; cheerful
angered and resentful; furious; extremely angered
frank; candid; spoken without reserve
expressing pity, sympathy, tenderness
condescending; scornful; pompous
reflective; introspective; philosophical; contemplative
convincing; eloquent; influential; plausible
seeing the negative side of things
theoretical; analytical; rational; logical
full of fun and good spirits; humorous; jesting
realistic; sensible
affected; artificial; grandiose; rhetorical; flashy
apologetic; remorseful
aggrieved; offended; displeased; bitter
accepting; unhappy
controlled; quiet; unemotional
showing deep respect and esteem
morally right and just; guiltless; pious; god-fearing
making fun to show a weakness; ridiculing; derisive
scornful; mocking; ridiculing
critical; stinging; unsparing; harsh
expressing contempt or derision; scathing; dismissive
provocative; inaccurate; distasteful
thinking about feelings, especially when remembering the past
honest; truthful; earnest
disbelieving; unconvinced; doubting
not funny; in earnest; serious
prejudiced; biased
compliant; passive; accommodating; obedient
bad-tempered; grumpy; resentful; sullen
compassionate; understanding of how someone feels
reflective; serious; absorbed
open-minded; charitable; patient; sympathetic; lenient
disastrous; calamitous
modest; self-effacing; restrained
worried; uncomfortable; edgy; nervous
insistent; saying something must be done soon
vengeful; spiteful; bitter; unforgiving
lawful; righteous; moral; upstanding
quaint; playful; mischievous; offbeat
clever; quick-witted; entertaining
awe-struck; admiring; fascinating
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World-Weary
Worried
Wretched

bored; cynical; tired
anxious; stressed; fearful
miserable; despairing; sorrowful; distressed

Adapted from Writers Write
Now wait just a minute, you say. The purpose of these complaints is not to change anything at all,
but simply to vent. It acts as a cathartic outlet for the pent-up strain and anxiety that characterise
the urban working lifestyle. Sometimes our complaints just serve to add a little dramatic effect to
our mundane, pedestrian days. And sometimes they become a pitiful kind of competition, where
the person with the most trying set of complaints wins, and gets the satisfaction of having proven
that his situation is the hardest to deal with. Bravo.
Identify and explain the author’s tone in the use of the word ‘bravo’ (line 16). Use your own words
as far as possible.

The brave new world of marketing heralds yet greater paranoia, pandering to consumers with eerie
reassurances of automation and effortlessness. This isn’t a response to need - it’s a drip-drip
sedation of angst. How have we allowed them to feel both appointed and anointed? If I'm right
about the acceleration of addictiveness, we’ll need to constantly - even obsessively - examine
ourselves. I've avoided most addictions, but the Internet got me because it became addictive while
I was using it. That's why I don't have an iPhone; the last thing I want is for the Internet to follow
me out into the world. I used to think running was a good form of exercise. Now the slowness of
hiking is advantageous, giving me more time to think without interruption.
What tone is conveyed by the italicised words in line 34? [1] RVHS2013
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Irony and Paradox
What is an irony? There are several types of irony, the most common being a situation where the
reality is the opposite of expectations. Irony is everywhere. Just to give you an example.

One must be able to see that the two scenarios CONTRADICT each other. To structure our response
for irony, we can use the following.
…A… However, …B…
One would expect ..A… In reality, ..B…
On top of that. A must be the opposite of B. A x B
It would be a lot easier to enjoy your day if there weren't so many things trying to kill you before
sundown … Trailed by danger the way we are we would like to think we have become pretty good
by now at distinguishing the risks that are likeliest to do us in from the ones that are statistical long
shots. After all, we do pride ourselves on being the only species that understands the concept of
risk. Unfortunately, this is not so. We agonize over avian flu which has killed only a small handful of
people around the world so far, but have to be cajoled into getting vaccinated for common flu,
which claims the lives of 36,000 Americans each year. We too have a confounding habit of looking
askance at so benign a thing as spinach for fear of E. coli* infection, while at the same time filling
our shopping carts with fat-sodden doughnuts and salt-encrusted nachos.
*Note: E. coli is a bacteria that causes gut infection when ingested
‘We too have a confounding habit…’ Explain the irony here. [1]
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It is one of the great ironies of modern times that time-saving technology has given us less time and
has further added to the pressures of life. While modern machinery liberated women from domestic
drudgery, it also enslaved them, and men, at the workplace. With office automation and
communication devices, we no longer work in a leisurely manner but in quicker and more
resourceful ways. We now see time as a commodity and are tuned to the idea of speed. Achieving
more in less time is a triumph! Insidiously, we become impatient, and begrudge delays and
unfilled moments. We fume at wasting our time when we are in our vehicles immobilised in traffic
congestions, and our blood pressure escalates, stressing ourselves further. And our obsession with
speed is further fuelled by the phenomenon of world-wide competition in sport – as seen in the
Olympic Games, various sporting world cups, racing and ball games that are all encouraged by
unprecedented prevalence of the media – where, regrettably, only record-breaking performance in
time is celebrated.
Explain how what the author has to say about vehicles in paragraph 6 illustrates the irony he
describes in the underlined sentences. [2] DHS2013

Paradox

A paradox, like an irony, contains a contradiction. However, despite the contradiction, a paradox
contains an element of truth!
Let’s explore some paradoxes.
“I can resist anything but temptation.” – Oscar Wilde
“All animals are equal, but some are more equal than others”. George Orwell
“I must be cruel to be kind.” Hamlet, Shakespeare.
“Teach less, learn more.” 2004 National Day Rally Speech, Lee Hsien Loong
“Education robs our ability to think”
All the above are contradictory in nature. However, they are also used to imply certain truths.
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Many dying patients want assistance in suicide. When the patient is suffering, has no hope for
recovery, and when the request to die is rational and uncoerced, then a doctor’s dual obligation to
relieve suffering and to respect patients’ wishes dictate that such requests be granted. In addition,
the doctor’s duty not to harm is not violated as death would cause less harm to the patient than
prolonging unnecessary suffering. In these circumstances, doctors have a medical duty to grant
requests for assisted suicide and help patients achieve a ‘good death’.
Explain the paradox expressed in the phrase ‘a good death’. [2]

A third feature of happiness is what the ancient Greeks called the proper ‘use of pleasure’. Here
I am using ‘pleasure’ to refer not to just any feeling of satisfaction but to the immediate gratification
of the senses: not only the five physical senses but also the aesthetic sensibilities directed to art
and nature. All of these diverse pleasures are important aspects of happiness. They typically come
to us fairly randomly as we move through life and are a delightful supplement to the more
diffuse and less intense satisfactions of our work. The danger – particularly for a society as rich as
ours – is making pleasure the central focus in the pursuit of a happy life. This is done explicitly in
some versions of utilitarian ethics, which regard happiness as simply the maximal accumulation of
pleasurable experiences. But pleasures themselves often induce a desire for their repetition and
intensification, and without moderation from a reflective mind, they can marginalise the work
that lies at the core of true happiness.
Explain the paradox that arises when we make pleasure ‘the central focus in the pursuit of a happy
life’. [3] IJCPE2013Q8
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ANSWERS
Punctuations
Inverted Commas
ANS: The writer uses the inverted commas because the word ‘inevitable’ is only applicable to ordinary people but not to heroes who may
find the challenges manageable.
ANS: The writer finds the use of the word invalid as machines have no emotions. Therefore, they cannot experience the feelings of
isolation.
The Ellipsis
ANS: The ellipsis is used to build up readers’ anticipation that people would exercise their ability to adapt. However, the response is
anticlimactic to readers as people only complain in an unproductive manner to deal with their problems.
The Parentheses
ANS: Brackets are used as the fact presented in the brackets is a trivia about ethnicity and not relevant to the central idea of how disability
contributes to perfect pitch hearing.
ANS: Brackets are used as the argument presented inside paints heroes in a negative light, contradicting the overall argument earlier in
the paragraph which suggests that heroes are beneficial to a community.
Vocabulary
ANS: The word ‘very’ here makes no difference to how fast the internet is. In both cases, we know that the internet is pretty fast. Rather,
the word ‘very’ conveys a sense of irony – that the internet’s speed that is supposed to benefit mankind, is the exact same one that is
harming mankind.
ANS: The word suggests that the difficulty in overcoming these obstacles was only a perception and the obstacles were not indeed as
difficult as they appeared.
Metaphor and Simile
ANS: Just as chinning bars boost our physical health, having heroes boost our morale.
Chinning bars also elevate us to look further into the distance. Similarly, having heroes elevate us beyond our daily routine to envision our
future.
ANS: Floodgates can cause a surge in water levels and overwhelm the river downstream. Similarly, allowing alternatives to marriages can
overwhelm us and threaten our social fabric. The metaphor is effective because it is dramatic in highlighting the turmoil a country could
face.
ANS: Just as a stuffed animal is artificial/manmade product, we will also experience the same artificial experience when we travel around
our globalised world.
ANS: Floods are an overwhelming natural disaster that usually cannot be stopped. Similarly, the struggle towards nationhood is now
overwhelmingly frequent and the unprecedented emergence of new nations cannot be stopped.
Tone
ANS: The author uses a mocking tone as she feels that complaints become a wretched rivalry where we take delight in being in a situation
that is the most challenging to succeed.
ANS: The writer conveys outrage through his tone.
Irony and Paradox
ANS: One would expect that since we are paranoid about threats that have little likelihood of happening, we would be very careful with
most of our decisions. However, in reality, we expose ourselves to threats that have high likelihood of harming us.
ANS: Time-saving technology such as the car is supposed to save us time / free up our time in travelling. However, in reality, we find
ourselves caught in traffic congestions, wasting our time.
Paradox
ANS: Death is often associated with something undesirable. Therefore, it is contradictory to be described as ‘good’. Nonetheless, there is
an element of truth in the statement as euthanasia can shorten unnecessary suffering in dying patients.
ANS: It seems contradictory that when we devote ourselves to seeking pleasure, we may end up unhappy. Nonetheless, there is an
element of truth in the statement as pleasure triggers yearning for more pleasure which can side-line the importance of work that is
essential to real happiness.
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